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AGENCIES / Washington

A Chinese virologist, who was
among the first to suggest the
COVID-19 virus leaked from a
Wuhan lab, said that US top coron-
avirus advisor Anthony Fauci's
emails prove that she was right all
along.
A trove of  Fauci's emails covering

the onset of  the coronavirus out-
break was released this week to the
media under a freedom of  informa-
tion request.
In one email sent last April, an ex-

ecutive at a health charity thanked
Fauci for publicly stating that scien-
tific evidence does not support the
lab-leak theory.
Dr. Li-Meng Yan was one of  the

first to research the emerging coron-
avirus and previously revealed she
was forced into hiding after accusing
Beijing of  a cover-up.
Now, as international leaders final-

ly focus on her Wuhan lab-leak theo-
ry, the scientist told Newsmax that
Fauci's emails contain "a lot of  use-
ful information" suggesting he al-
ways knew more than he revealed.
"They verify my work from the

very beginning, even from last Janu-
ary, that these people know what
happened, but they choose to hide for
the Chinese Communist Party and
for their own benefits," Yan insisted
speaking of  the treasure trove of
documents released this week.
"He knows all these things," she in-

sisted of  Fauci and the apparent
gain-of-function work carried out by
the notorious Wuhan lab.
One email, she said, showed that

"Dr. Fauci even back to 1st of  Febru-
ary last year immediately realised
that there would be gain-of-function
experiment involved in the COVID-
19 virus." Over 3,000 pages of  emails
were obtained by the Washington
Post, Buzzfeed News and CNN
through Freedom of  Information
Act (FOIA) requests, date from Janu-
ary to June 2020.
The emails have sparked the debate

whether Fauci chose to remain mum
despite knowing about the onset of
the virus. Dr Fauci and his col-
leagues took notice, in the early days,
of  the theory that COVID-19 may
have leaked from a laboratory in
Wuhan, China.
In an interview with CNN, Fauci

said the email had been taken out of
context by critics and he had an

"open mind" about the origin of  the
virus.
With regard to the "lab leak" email,

the doctor told CNN that he still
finds it unlikely that a Wuhan labo-
ratory released the virus.
"I don't remember what's in that

redacted [email], but the idea I think
is quite far-fetched that the Chinese
deliberately engineered something
so that they could kill themselves as
well as other people," he said.
Amid criticism of  an inconclusive

international probe into the virus'
origins and new reports of  Covid-re-
lated illness in the region weeks be-
fore it was officially identified, the
theory is once again sparking de-
bate.
Importantly, of  the two billion

COVID-19 vaccine doses distributed

globally till now, about 60 per cent
have gone to just three countries - the
US, India and China, a WHO senior
adviser said.
Senior Advisor to WHO Director-

General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreye-
sus, Bruce Aylward made the com-
ments at a press briefing on Friday.
"This week, we will see over 2 billion
doses, landmark in terms of  the num-
ber of  doses of  the vaccines and new
vaccines that have actually been de-
veloped. These have been distributed
now in over 212 countries," Aylward
said. Aylward noted that "at the other
end of  the spectrum", only about 0.5
per cent of  doses globally have gone to
the lowest income countries that ac-
count for about 10 per cent of  the
world's population.
The Group of  Seven (G7) agreed

on Friday to speed up cooperation
on vaccine and therapeutic trials to
tackle C-19 and future pandemics,
the UK govt has announced after
hosting a two-day meeting of  the
bloc's health ministers at the Uni-
versity of  Oxford. 
On the other hand, a columnist of

Russia's RIA Novosti news agency
says it is unfounded for the US to ac-
cuse China.
"The only information on which

the whole anti-Chinese narrative is
based" is an article in The Wall
Street Journal, "which claimed that
even before the official start of the
pandemic, some scientists in Wuhan
city in central China fell ill with
something similar to the coron-
avirus. However, this whole story is
absolutely murky and groundless,"
Victoria Nikiforova said.

SAMY MAGDY / Cairo

The US special envoy for
Yemen lashed out at the
Houthi rebels, accusing
them of  failing to try to
reach an urgently needed
ceasefire in the war-wrecked
nation.
Tim Lenderking said the

Iranian-backed Houthis
bear the major responsibili-
ty for refusing to engage
meaningfully on a ceasefire
and to take steps to "resolve
a nearly 7-years conflict that
has brought immense suf-
fering to the Yemeni people".
A Houthis spokesman was

not available for comment.
Yemen has been embroiled

in a civil war since 2014,
when the Iranian-backed
Houthis swept across much
of  the north and seized the
capital, Sanaa. The war has
killed more than 130,000 peo-
ple and spawned the world's
worst humanitarian crisis.
Lenderking's remarks

came late Friday by the
State Department after his
return from a Mideast diplo-
matic mission on Yemen
that took him to Saudi Ara-
bia, Oman, the UAE and Jor-
dan.
He also criticised the

Houthis' renewed offensive
on the oil-rich Marib
province, an anti-Houthi
stronghold held by the inter-
nationally recognised govt
that is crucial to the coun-
try's energy supplies. The
ongoing Marib attack,

which began in February
amid an international and
regional diplomatic push to
end the conflict, has left the
rebels "increasingly isolat-
ed", Lenderking said.
The State Department said

Lenderking coordinated his
efforts closely with the UN
special envoy for Yemen
Martin Griffiths, who held
video talks last week with
the Houthis' religious and
military leader, Abdel-
Malek al-Houthi.
Griffiths expressed frus-

tration that his efforts to
achieve a ceasefire have
been derailed by warring
parties seeking gains on the
battlefield. He urged the
sides to seize the "consider-
able regional and interna-
tional support" for the UN
peace plan.
Lenderking's rebuke to the

Houthis came as the UN Se-
curity Council criticised the
rebels for delaying a techni-
cal assessment of  an oil
tanker moored off  the war-
torn country's coast loaded
with more than 1 million
barrels of  crude oil.

AGENCIES / United Nations

Taliban insurgents show no
sign of  reducing the level of
violence in Afghanistan to
facilitate peace negotiations
with the government, and
appear to be trying to
strengthen their military po-
sition as leverage, with the
"unprecedented violence of
2020 carrying into 2021, UN
experts said in a new report.
The panel of  experts said the
Taliban are reported to be re-
sponsible for the great ma-
jority of  assassinations that
have become a feature of  the
violence in Afghanistan, tar-
geting government officials,
women, human rights de-
fenders and journalists
among others.
These attacks "appear to be

undertaken with the objec-
tive of  weakening the capac-
ity of  the government and
intimidating civil society.”
In the 22-page report to the

UNSC, the panel said the
withdrawal of  U.S. and
NATO forces by Sept. 11, the
anniversary of  the 2001 ter-
rorist attacks on the US,
"will challenge Afghan
forces by limiting aerial op-
erations with fewer drones
and radar and surveillance
capabilities, less logistical
support and artillery, as well

as a disruption in training." 
The UN experts, who moni-

tor sanctions against the Tal-
iban, predicted more vio-
lence in the run-up to their
departure. "Taliban rhetoric
and reports of  active Taliban
preparations for the spring
fighting season indicate the
group is likely to increase
military operations for 2021,
whether or not a spring of-
fensive is announced."
The experts also ques-

tioned how Afghan forces
would fare without coalition
support.
"Afghan forces have suc-

cessfully reversed many Tal-
iban gains with the assis-
tance of  international coali-
tion close air support, but
have done so with heavy ca-
sualty rates," they said. 
A report by the UN Moni-

toring Team has said the Tal-
iban still maintains close
ties with Al Qaeda. The 18-
member States report said,
"the Taliban and Al-Qaeda
remain closely aligned and
show no indication of break-
ing ties. No material changes
to the relationship, which
has grown deeper as a conse-
quence of personal bonds of
marriage and shared part-
nership in struggle, now ce-
mented through second gen-
erational ties," reports Tolo.

Unprecedented Taliban violence
in 2020 carries into 2021: UN

LALIT K JHA/ WASHINGTON: The US on Friday
announced a $57 million aid for efforts against tu-
berculosis in 7 high-burden countries, including
India. Other countries for which the aid is being
given are Bangladesh, Indonesia, the Philippines,
South Africa, Tajikistan and Ukraine.
Designed in collaboration with partner govern-
ments, the initiative will provide a foundation to
the high-burden countries to recover the ground
lost due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
In the 23 countries where the US Agency for In-
ternational Development (USAID) focuses, one
million fewer people had access to tuberculosis
diagnosis and treatment in 2020 than in 2019 due

to COVID-19 and measures to control it.
The USAID said alongside COVID-19, TB is the
leading infectious disease killer, particularly in
low and middle-income countries, sickening 10
million people and taking 1.4 million lives every
year. In the wake of  the devastating impact of  the
pandemic on TB services, this assistance will
strengthen simultaneous testing for both tuber-
culosis and COVID-19, identify cases through con-
tact investigations and community screenings.
This commitment represents approximately 19
per cent of  the USAID's annual TB funding.
The US agency said due to the far-reaching im-
pact of  coronavirus, TB is projected to sicken 6.3

million more people with an additional 1.4 mil-
lion deaths by 2025.
The pandemic toll puts the world's poorest and
most vulnerable populations at even more risk, it
said, adding that those suffering from both
COVID-19 and TB are about three times more like-
ly to die than those with only TB. As the world's
largest bilateral donor leading the fight to end tu-
berculosis, the USAID remains committed to ad-
dressing both diseases, ultimately helping coun-
tries get back on track by putting 40 million peo-
ple on TB treatment by 2022, it said.
Since 2000, the USAID efforts have saved over 60
million lives, said the media release.

Fauci emails prove Wuhan lab
leak claims: Chinese virologist

Yemeni rebels not trying to 
reach ceasefire: US envoy

BRASILIA: Record levels of
deforestation continue un-
abated in the Brazilian
Amazon and in May alone,
1,180 sq. kms of  the rainfor-
est were chopped down, ac-
cording to official data.
It marks a 41 per cent in-
crease compared to the
same month 1 year ago, the
data released by the Nation-
al Institute for Space Re-
search (INPE) revealed.
It is also the third month in

a row to see record levels of
Amazon deforestation, and
the first time since records
began that deforested area
exceeded 1,000 sq. metres.
Greenpeace Brazil said the
preliminary data shows the
risks the Amazon, one of  the
world's largest reserves of
biodiversity, is exposed to
day after day.
Climate think tank Obser-

vatorio do Clima said the
data is particularly worry-
ing because May marks the
beginning of  the dry sea-
son, when the practice of
clear-cutting to clear trees
from sites accelerates in the
Amazon region.
If  this trend continues for

the next two months, the an-
nual rate of  deforestation
for 2021, which is measured
from August to July, could
hit an unprecedented high,
the think tank warned.
Brazil owns a large part of

the Amazon, about the size
of  Western Europe, that
stretches across 9 states.
This ownership makes it a
key player when it comes to
climate change.
US climate envoy John Ker-

ry recently called on Brazil to
help fight climate change
and make efforts to preserve
the Amazon region. Presi-
dent Jair Bolsonaro, howev-
er, is more in favour of  open-
ing up the Amazon region to
economic exploitation, and
environmental authorities
have been deliberately weak-
ened.
He is also accused of  cre-

ating a climate where farm-
ers feel encouraged to take
land for their own agricul-
tural use.

$57mn aid for TB treatment in 7 high-burden countries: America

Record levels
of deforestation
in  Amazon
continue

COLOMBO: A group of  cli-
mate and fishermen ac-
tivists in Sri Lanka has filed
a lawsuit against the gov-
ernment and operator of
MV X-Press Pearl over the
ship wreck that caused se-
vere damage to the environ-
ment.
Colombo Page reported

that the Center for Environ-
mental Justice (CEJ), an en-

vironmental rights group,
and fishermen's activists
filed a fundamental rights
petition in the Supreme
Court on Friday against the
government and the opera-
tors of  the MV X-Press
Pearl, over the environmen-
tal damage caused by the
ship's fire.
The petitioners alleged

that local authorities should
have been able to prevent

the fire and requested that
necessary steps be taken to
detain the ship's captain and
crew and that appropriate
criminal and civil action be
taken against the ship's
owners and their agents.
The petitioners also called
on the government to make
relevant laws and regula-
tions to prevent such disas-
ters in the future. The CEJ

said the crew of
the ship knew of
an acid leak on
May 11, long be-
fore entering Sri
Lankan waters,
and local au-
thorities should
not have al-
lowed the vessel
in.

The CEO of  the company
that owns the X-Press Pearl
ship expressed his regret
over the incident. "Due to
the existing travel restric-
tions, the company could
not provide the necessary
personnel to carry out tasks
such as cleaning to mini-
mize the damage, but had al-
ready taken steps to provide
the necessary mechanical
facilities." he said.

Environmentalists sue SL govt,
MV X-Press Pearl operator

GAZA: Egypt has sent mas-
sive engineering equipment
and crew to the Gaza Strip for
its reconstruction after the
11-day devastating war.
The equipment, including a

large number of  trucks, bull-
dozers and cranes, will re-
move debris and rubble from
the buildings that were de-
stroyed during the 11-day Is-
raeli airstrikes in Gaza, Xin-
hua news agency quoted lo-
cal media reports as saying.
The aid comes after a

pledge made by President
Abdel-Fattah al-Sisi to con-
tribute $500 million to help
reconstruct Gaza with the
participation of  Egyptian
companies.
In May, an Egypt-brokered

ended the fighting between
Israel and Gaza ruler Hamas,
in which at least 250 Pales-
tinians and 12 Israelis were
killed, and thousands of
homes and infrastructure
partially or completely 
destroyed.

Egypt sends engineering equipment, crew to Gaza

ANKARA: Turkey has discovered 135 billion cubic meters of addition natural
gas in the Black Sea, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said. The new discovery
in the Amasra-1 field has raised the total potential in the region to 540 billion
cubic metres, Xinhua news agency quoted the President as saying on Friday.

Last year, Turkey announced the discovery of 405 billion cubic metres of natural
gas reserves in the Sakarya field, about 100 nautical miles north of the Turkish
coast. The president also promised to rescue the Marmara Sea from an out-
break of "sea snot" that is alarming marine biologists and environmentalists.

Turkey discovers more natural gas reserves in Black Sea




